
Solidarity not Charity, 
Direct Action not Elections 


London is a place that has traditionally welcomed people from all over the 
world. Despite Daily Mail headlines, actions by a handful of fascists and racists, 
and the nationalist posturing of UKIP, Boris Johnson and George Galloway, 
many Londoners are showing solidarity with migrants in Calais and Dunkirk, 
fighting off the fascists and supporting migrant workers in their struggles for a 
living wage. In addition, struggles continue against austerity, cuts in public 
services and the lack of genuinely affordable housing. 

For these struggles, the mayoral election and the EU referendum are a 
diversion. Goldsmith or Khan, in or out of the EU, it is direct action that gets the 
goods. Just look at what has happened in France with workers and students 
taking to the streets in a united effort that forced the government to back down 

on its proposed labour ‘reform’ laws. 

London- the rebel city. No borders, no bosses, no politicians. 
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REBEL CITY 



Mayoral Elections: Khan as the ‘saviour’ of 
the London working class? 

OK, let's be blunt, the only serious contenders in the elections for London Mayor were only ever 
Sadiq Khan and Zac Goldsmith. Candidates like George Galloway, who plummeted to new levels of 
vileness with his call for tighter border controls don’t get a look in. 

Goldsmith who is Tory MP for Richmond has a billionaire father who founded the Referendum Party 
which called for exit from the EU. He conceals his vicious anti-working class policies behind an 
environmentalist veil. Since becoming an MP in 2010 he has gained over £10 million and has a 
total fortune of at between at least £200 million and £300 million. 

As for Sadiq Khan who positions himself in a crafty way within Labour, attempting to appeal to both 
the right and left, he has gone on record as saying he would be the most “business-friendly Mayor of 
all time”, adding that he was against further attacks on businesses and that “if business does well, 
London does well.” He puts himself forward as a friend of the City. He told the Spectator magazine 
that he was glad that London was now the home of 140 billionaires. He has made a point of visiting 
the following bosses’ organisations: Federation of Small Businesses, the Institute of Directors, 
London First, CBI, London Chamber of Commerce & Industry, the City of London Corporation and 
TheCityUK. As one anonymous business leader told the Financial Times: “I don’t think business is at 
all worried about him. He has very much put clear water between him and the party leader.” Khan 
has consistently spoken out against increases in corporation taxes. 

Both these politicians are friends of the rich and powerful. We know that ordinary working class 
Londoners will not benefit from either of them being Mayor. Whatever happens, and the likelihood 
is that Sadiq Khan will be Mayor by the time you read this) we have to rely on ourselves, to organise 
and fight all the manoeuvres of the rich to gentrify London and drive us out. 

Putting a cross by whatever Mayoral hopeful won’t help us at all! 




rebel city 


“We are not the dirt we clean” - London’s cleaners 
fight back 



"When you are on minimum wage, you need to work eighteen or 
twenty hours a day to stand a chance of leading a dignified life. We 
need a living wage to have a dignified life." These are words of a 
member of the small independent United Voices of the World 
union (UVW) who are currently taking on Topshop to secure a real 
living wage. 

The government's much-heralded national living wage of £7.20 an 
hour came in on 1 April this year, and - like a lot of things that 
happen on April Fool’s Day - is a joke, especially for low-paid 
Londoners living in a city where average rents rose by 11% in 2015 
alone. So rather than waiting for the government to sort things out, 
the UVW cleaners at Topshop are fighting what they see as a real 
London living wage of £9.20 an hour. 

Topshop’s cleaning contractor, Britannia, have responded by 
suspending key union activists Maria and Carolina, but this has 
only made them more determined. Maria says, “Now this is no 


longer just a fight for a living wage; it’s now also a fight to protect 
my, my colleagues and everyone's human rights to freedom of 
expression, assembly and association. An injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere." 

UVW is not the only independent union of low-paid workers taking 
on the bosses in London. They are encouraged by the recent victory 
of the Independent Workers Union of Great Britain (IWGB) who 
have won a massive 30% wage increase from eCourier, the second 
largest courier company in the UK, bringing them up to the real 
London Living Wage. This followed a high-profile campaign 
targeting eCourier's clients, and shaming them into paying decent 
wages. 

While big mainstream unions like Unite and Unison seem to be 
closing their eyes and praying for a Corbyn victory, small member- 
run unions are taking the fight to the bosses right now. Many 
cleaners started off as members of a big union, but as one cleaner 
who now a member of the IWW (Industrial Workers of the World) 
commented, “The big unions wanted us to join, but when we went 
to them for help, they were not there." 

Using direct action and lively street-protests, the cleaners who are 
organising in London show the rest of the labour movement what 
can be done with small numbers and big courage and 
determination. They also show us part of what it means to build a 
culture of resistance. Only by sticking together, by fighting for what 
we want in the here and now, without relying on politicians and 
union leaders, do we stand a chance of building a world with 
dignity and respect for all. 

http://www.uvwunlon.org. uk/ 


Lambeth Library Occupation 

In Lambeth, the Labour Council have been at the forefront of pushing through cuts. Hardly a surprise when 
one knows the track records of Labour Councils in London at pushing for cuts and for being friends of the 
property developers. From Newham to Lambeth, it’s the same message. Labour councils are no friends to 
the working class. With Libraries under threat, campaigners occupied the threatened Carnegie Library for 
ten days. As they said at the end of their occupation on April 9th: “We hope that we’ve shown that through 
the actions of ordinary people it’s possible to challenge these decisions that take services away from all of 
us,” the occupiers said. “Privatisation and cuts can be resisted and it is possible to win...The world knows 
now that there is no future for the absurd plan for gyms in these libraries. We leave the library today with 
the intention that we will all be returning back 
through the doors; when Carnegie Library is 
reopened, Minet Library is reopened and the future 
of Waterloo and Upper Norwood libraries are 
secured.” 

The end of the occupation was immediately 
followed by a 2.000 strong march to Brixton via the 
also closed Minet Library. The campaign for 
Lambeth’s 10 public libraries continues with the 
background of overwhelming public opposition to 
the gyms-in-libraries plan and massive cuts to 
library staff. 

http://defendthelO-lambeth. org. uk/ 
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Neither Westminster nor Brussels 


The European Union 

The European Union has meant another layer of 
power over populations. Its main purpose is to serve 
the needs of corporations and financial institutions 
and is therefore an obstacle to the emancipation of 
the working class. The majority of the laws that 
people are now subjected to come from the European 
Parliament rather than the individual states. The EU 
does not need to respect local conditions and instead 
imposes their own vision for Europe based on the 
needs of capital. The vast majority of regulations have 
been to enhance the power of capital over the people. 
Very few policies have been directed at improving the 
social conditions of European populations. We have 
seen the way in which the EU has presided over the 
attack on the Greek people and the raid of western 
capital on the assets of Eastern Europe. Any attempt 
by people to resist the encroachment of this 
superstate has been firmly resisted by individual 
states. For example, the state may refuse to allow 
people to vote on whether or not they want to remain 
within the EU or, if they do let them vote, the rig it so 
that the country remains in the EU. This was the case 
in Ireland, France and the Netherlands. In addition, 
the EU has created fortress Europe, closing its borders 
to the rest of the world, as well as trying to be one of 
the many self-appointed world policemen. 

Withdrawal from the EU? 

Given the way the problems created for us by the 
European Union, you might think the answer is to 
withdraw from this Union. However, the idea that the 
working class would be better off outside the EU, 
ruled by their own State, is a dangerous illusion. It is 


especially dangerous because of the fact that this is 
the position of the far right parties who are not 
remotely interested in resisting state power. Instead, 
their aim would be to install an even more 
authoritarian regime with even more repression. 

Firstly, capitalism is global. The power of international 
corporations and banks, the major cause of the 
problems facing us, will not disappear if a country 
withdraws from the EU. The global processes which 
are at work, the movement of production and money 
across borders, motivated by the search for profits 
will continue. International institutions such as the 
IMF and World Bank will still have the power to 
impose austerity and policies that are against the 
interests of local populations. Human needs will take 
second place; it doesn’t matter whether the country is 
within or outside the EU. 

Secondly, the retreat behind national borders, a move 
driven by the xenophobic ideology of the far-right, will 
have serious consequences for the spirit of co¬ 
operation and solidarity between the working class of 
Europe. Ordinary people have a history of supporting 
each other regardless of national origin. This tradition 
will be undermined as people put what appears to be 
their self-interest over mutual aid. It may not lead to 
actual war, but it has already led to a mentality of 
competition and conflict that will only further 
undermine the effectiveness that comes from a 
united European working class. A divided working 
class will benefit those who have caused the 
problems we are facing in the first place, such as 
austerity and repressive measures. Many who support 
withdrawal from the EU seem to think that we can 
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task. However, it is a necessity and there are a 


return to some kind of Golden Age of prosperity. 
However, this is another illusion; this Golden Age 
never existed. They forget that their own state has 
never been their friend; it has always been the 
instrument of imposing the interests of a small 
minority on the majority. All states operate by taking 
power from the people. It doesn’t matter if the State 
is a few miles or thousands of miles away; it will still 
be out of our control, operating in its own interests. 

The Anarchist Alternative 

Anarchists reject both the options presented to us: 
supporting the EU by voting in the European Elections 
or campaigning for withdrawal. This is because of our 
basic critique of what the State represents. The 
European Union, like all states big or small, is based 
on the giving up of power to a minority who use this 
power in the interests of the corporate and financial 
elite. In addition, the internationalism that the EU 
represents is the unity of this elite against the 
European working class. We propose both an 
alternative method of organising society as well as an 
alternative internationalism that extends to the whole 
planet. 

Anarchists oppose the top-down approach adopted by 
the State and leftist parties. We need to promote non- 
hierarchical forms of organisation and methods of 
organising. The future organisation of society that we 
envision will be one of that is bottom-up based on 
groups which federate with each other and co¬ 
ordinate on an international level, independent of any 
current statist structure whether national or at a 
European level. This will include all areas of economic 
and social life such as the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and the provision of services 
such as health and education. We need to take 
control of our own education such that it helps to 
promote our emancipation from authoritarian 
ideologies such as religion, nationalism, and cult of 
the leader. 

In order to achieve this aim of complete political, 
economic, social and cultural transformation we need 
to build on and strengthen the international networks 
and co-ordinations that we already have. We need to 
take concrete action where we live and work but 
which contributes to a global strategy. Devising such 
a strategy to fight successfully against the global 
forces of oppression and exploitation is not an easy 


number of steps we can take. These steps can be 
taken by all of those who want to create a new 
society, no matter country they live in. We are all 
facing similar attacks so we can have a common 
strategy which can be adapted to local conditions. 

• We have to fight back against borders working as 
human filter but let capital move across. Our 
proposal Is to abolish all borders within countries 
and between countries which are limiting free 
movement of people. 

• United fight against the banks by a universal 
refusal to pay debts. 

• Civil disobedience against all repressive laws which 
take away our human rights. 

• Strengthen and extend the current struggles 
against the increasing precariousness of living and 
working conditions. 

• Resist all attempts to divide us according to race, 
sex or age. 

• Co-ordinate struggles that are against common 
employers across borders. 

• Resist privatisation of public services 

• Promote alternative networks of production and 
distribution 

• Extend international solidarity for those being 
criminalised as a result of social struggles. 

The fight against austerity and the solutions proposed 
by politicians, both pro and anti-EU, will not work and, 
if anything, will make matters worse. They want us to 
validate their actions by putting an X on a piece of 
paper, thus giving them the power to act on our 
behalf. However, we know that they will not represent 
us and will continue to support the rich and the 
powerful economic institutions of capitalism that are 
making our lives a misery. The only way that we can 
resist the attacks as well as begin to gain control of 
our lives and our society is to build movements and 
networks that defy borders which we control 
independent of the politicians and institutions of the 
state. 

This referendum offers nothing to working people: all 
we can do is fight for our own material interests 
against bosses and governments of all nationalities. 


noBORDERS 


X 
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Dover again? 
Fascists on the run 



On 2nd April 60 neo-nazis, bored of masturbating to Danny Dyer 
hooligan films, stepped away from their keyboards and, blinking in 
the sun, shouted misguided ideas about 'them immigrants' to their 
only audience, a triple line of police, which was also the only thing 
stopping them from being pulled apart by 600 antifascists. Dover 
has become a war of attrition between the South East Alliance’s 
unity project of neo-nazis against various anti-fascist groups 
including the Kent Anti-Racism Network (KARN). As each new 
protest has been called, the fascist numbers have decreased as 
they realise they have little local support and can only march when 
police intervene. 

The day was heavily policed from the beginning, meaning any 
confrontations were likely to be minimal despite the many online 
threats made by the fascists. Instead, KARN marched through the 
centre of town to the docks where three cars were sent full of aid 
for the refugee camps in Calais and Dunkirk. Once the cars had 
been seen off, anti-fascists blocked the road for a number of hours 
to stop the fascist march. The police were determined to let the 
Nazis through and so began making arrests at random from the 
crowd and brought in horses to push protesters to one side. A 
number of police were also witnessed punching anti-fascists to try 
and provoke arrests and justify their numbers. Eventually, the 
fascists and their police escort managed to dribble past. To call it 
a sorry sight would be an understatement. How the police can 
defend the amount of money spent and inconvenience to traffic to 
allow this small band of idiots to march is unclear. 

What should be remembered, however, is the threat that these 
people can pose. Although their numbers have been dwindling at 
recent Dover protests, there is currently a resurgence of far-right 
activity and accompanying street violence and threats. Direct 
opposition is needed and both KARN and the Anti-Fascist Network 
provided amazing organisation both on the day and in helping 
arrestees once they'd been released. International solidarity was 
also well received as Nord Pas de Calais anti-fascists made the 
trip over the channel. 


REBEL CITY 

Dulwich2Dunkirk: 
Non-league football fans in 
solidarity with refugees 

We are a group of football fans primarily supporters of Dulwich 
Hamlet FC. In 2015. we decided we wanted to support the people 
stuck in makeshift camps in northern France, particularly those 
surviving in Dunkirk and Calais. 

Since October 2015, we've held a number of successful donation 
drops, visited France six times to deliver vital aid to people living in 
the squalid conditions in the camps, sent aid to Greece and Syria, 
welcomed new arrivals by inviting them to Dulwich Hamlet 
matches and taken them on days out in London. 

Visiting the camps brings home the reality of being born outside of 
fortress Europe. Men, women and children are living in flimsy nylon 
festival-style tents in terrible weather conditions surrounded by 
mud, rats and rubbish. The residents of the camps are hungry, cold 
and often unwell. 

The help that we, along with many others, provide hasn’t changed 
their lives but we hope it provides a little respite and keeping them 
warm and fed for a few more hours, making their lives a little more 
bearable. 

With the violent evictions of sections of Calais camp,now more 
than ever it is clear that feeding and clothing our friends in the 
camp isn't enough. We fear that residents will head to the streets 
and squats of Calais, where they will be more vulnerable to police 
brutality, attacks from fascist thugs and find it harder to access 
solidarity and support from activists and volunteers. Some many 
also seek shelter in the new camp being built by MSF in Dunkirk. 

This month Dunkirk camp is set to move to the new site with 
wooden shelters, which in reality are little more than glorified 
sheds, better sanitation, medical care, dedicated kitchens and 
social spaces among other facilities. 

Increased living standards would prevent the disease and ill health 
currently spreading through the camp. However, there are mixed 
feelings among residents about the move because in many cases 
they want to come to England, where they speak the language and 
have relatives. They don't need better tents or sheds, they deserve 
a chance to rebuild their lives. We demand an end to deadly 
borders so our sisters and brothers in the camps can start new 
peaceful, safe lives here with us. We know that this is unlikely to 
happen so we will continue to support our friends struggling to 
survive on the French coast And they will continue to risk death, in 
the back of trucks and in the tunnel, all in search of a better life. 

To get involved or find out more, visit 

www.dulwlch2dunklrk.wordf3ress.com 


Meanwhile, away from the dreamland the neo-nazis live in, the 
refugee crisis continues. The London Anarchist Federation has 
been organising aid collections and delivering it to the distribution 
centre in Calais and will continue this support as long as 
necessary. The people living in the camps have short-term needs 
for tents, sleeping bags and waterproofs but also in the long-term, 
recognition that they are not illegal or sans-papiers' but people in 
desperate need. 

https://antifascistnetwork.org/ 

https://londonantifascists.wordpress.com/ 
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First of May: the anarchist origins 



For most people, May Day is just another bank holi¬ 
day. For others, it is a day to celebrate the workers’ 
movement. However, most of those marching on May 
Day do not appreciate that we are in fact celebrating 
the struggles of the anarchist workers’ movement. 
Speeches by Labour politicians, placards and banners 
from the authoritarian Left, some with heads of Lenin 
and Stalin, are completely against the spirit of May 
Day. We are not celebrating politicians and leaders 
who think they can substitute themselves for workers; 
instead we are celebrating the revolutionary move¬ 
ment of workers who organise themselves indepen¬ 
dently of leaders and hierarchy. 

Born in Chicago 

The idea of turning the 1st of May into a day of action 
for workers was first proposed at the 4th congress of 
the American Federation of Labor (AFL). It was decid¬ 
ed to launch, starting from the 1st of May 1886, a 
wide campaign of agitation and struggle focused on 
limiting the working week to forty hours. The most 
radical actions took place in Chicago. At that time, 
Chicago had the most developed workers movement 
in the USA with a strong anarchist presence. Follow¬ 
ing the 1st of May 1886, strikes were still ongoing as 
the fight with employers became tougher. On the 4th 
of May, a meeting gathering around 15,000 people 
was attacked by police. By the end of the day. both 
sides had suffered numerous dead and wounded. It 
was a perfect occasion to muzzle the protest. Eight of 


the main organisers, all anarchists, were arrested and 
sentenced to death. The sentence was turned to life 
imprisonment for three of them. On November 11th 
1887, Albert Parsons, Adolphe Fischer, George Engel 
and August Spies were hanged. Their comrade Louis 
Lingg committed suicide the day before to avoid exe¬ 
cution. A few years later, they were acquitted of all 
charges and the court admitted that the police and 
justice system set up the case to criminalise and 
break down the workers’ movement. The eight ac¬ 
cused were declared innocent and the three survivors 
set free. 

The 1st of May is definitely a page of workers history 
tainted with anarchist activists’ blood. 

State, police and capital 

The 1st of May is an occasion to remind us that the 
fight against capitalism is still going on. Nowadays in 
Europe, strikes and social struggles are seriously dis¬ 
credited. Yet, the difference between rich and poor 
keeps growing, the financial markets are back in the 
saddle and traders are still handling billions of dollars. 
Are we wrong to ask for more when half of the world’s 
wealth is owned by 1% of the population? Meanwhile 
workers are asked to make more and more effort to 
"save" the economy and put the State back on its feet 
with its batch of new taxes (such as the bedroom tax) 
and cuts in public services. We are heading toward a 
neo-liberal capitalist system in which the State’s main 

...CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE 





purpose is to maintain social control so capitalism 
can develop without constraint. 

Workers are producing everything and yet they own 
very little. This analysis is old and well known but de¬ 
spite it, workers in Europe slowly give up the fight for 
a fair redistribution and instead just hope that trou¬ 
bles will fall on someone else. In addition, work has 
been sanctified such that the idea is widespread that 
if you don’t want to be a good worker that produces 
and obeys it makes you lazy, a parasite or an idealist 
(choose yours!). 

As anarchists, we think that human beings shouldn’t 
be defined by the surplus value they bring to capital¬ 
ism. Work should be the way to produce by necessity 
and not to create new needs. Work must be organized 


so everyone can work less, and for means other than 
profitability. No capitalist society will ever achieve full 
employment because it needs a pool of unemployed 
people so the necessity to work can make us accept 
bad working conditions. In order to reorganise work, 
we need a society free from class and leaders, and in 
which society is managed in a self-organised way. 
This is what the Anarchist Federation is fighting for. 

"We are neither for a majority nor for a minority gov¬ 
ernment: neither for democracy not for dictatorship. 
We are for the abolition of the gendarme. We are for 
the freedom of all and for free agreement, which will 
be there for all when no one has the means to force 
others, and all are involved in the good running of so¬ 
ciety. We are for anarchy ." Errlco Malatesta 


Get involved! 

Here is a selection of campaigns and groups that are helping to 
make London the Rebel City. 

London-wide 

Radical Assembly: https://radicalassembly.wordpress.com/ 

Industrial Workers of the World: 

https://www. iww. org. uk/londongmb 

Radical Housing Network: www.radicalhousingnetwork.org 

Community Food Growers Network: http://www.cfgn.org.uk/ 

East London 

East London Radical Assembly: 

https://www. facebook. com/groups/EastLondonRadicaiAssembiy 
Tower Hamlets Renters/Save Chrisp St Market: 
https://towerhamietsrenters. word press, com/ 

Organic Lea: 

http://www.organiciea.org.uk/ (affiliated to Land Workers 
Alliance: http://landworkersalliance. org. uk/ 

North London 

Haringey Solidarity Group - Local group that campaigns on a 
variety of issues, such as workfare, as well as producing a 
regular paper: http://www.haringey.org.uk/content/ 

Haringey Housing Action Group: 
http://haringeyhousingaction. org. uk/ 

Radical Islington: http://isiingtoninciter.biogspot.co.uk/ 

South London 

Southeast London Radical Assembly: 
https://www. facebook. com/groups/RadicaiAssembiySEL/ 
Housing Action Lambeth and Southwark: 
http://housingactionsouthwarkandiambeth. word press, com/ 

West London 

Radical Assembly: 

https://www. facebook. com/groups/1442482969387267 
(south west) 

https://www. facebook. com/groups/961049843925683/ 
(west) 

Grenfell Action Group: 

https://grenfeiiactiongroup. word press, com/ 

West Ken and Gibbs Green campaign: 
https://westkengibbsgreen. word press, com/ 


Are you interested in 
finding out more about 
anarchism? 

The Anarchist Federation aims to support and 
make links between campaigns that empower 
working class people or that challenge 
capitalism and all systems of power. 

The London group of the Anarchist Federation 
meets on the first Thursday of every month and 
hosts regular discussion meetings. 

E-mail: london@afed.co.uk 

Facebook: London Anarchist Federation group 

Twitter: @AfedLondon 

Blog: aflondon.wordpress.com 

The AF publishes a range of anarchist material, 
including the paper Resistance and the 
magazine Organise!. The latest Organise! 
(Spring-Summer) is just out, with articles on the 
Commons, Fight for the City and an interview 
with a Cuban anarchist. We also have three new 
pamphlets: Work, Revolutionary Women and 
A Short Intro 

For more information about the Anarchist 
Federation see the website: www.afed.org.uk 




